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Carlisle Floyd's opera Susannah, set in the Tennessee Mountains, tells the story of the 
beautiful young woman Susannah Polk who becomes the object of slanderous gossip when I 
the elders of the church, who are searching for a baptismal site, discover her bathing nude in 
the creek. fnstead of acknowledging their own lust, they wrongfully accuse her of lascivious 
living, and her reputation quickly becomes irrevocably sullied. Horrified by the rumors, 
Susannah is shunned by her fellow parishioners and experiences despair. Reverend Blitch, an I 
itinerant preacher, believes the rumors and takes advantage of Susannah. 
I About the Artists . . . . . 
l illiam Koehler is Professor of Music at Illinois State University where he teaches applied double bass, -ing tech~iques, string pedagogy, graduate courses in music education including psychology of music and 
mprov1satwn. 
IBill has just released his second CD entitled Vandana Joumey2gether with tabla virtuoso Manpreet Bedi, eaturing a number of original compositions in Indian and World music styles and extended 
mprovisations. The CD has received great reviews in Double Bassist (London) and Bass World, the 
official publication of the 111/emational Society of Bassists. In addition, Bill has completed a new book 
entitled A Guide to the Developmental Process of Improvisation and Composition, which is available l hrough Schorer Publications, in Graebenzell, Germany. Bill's first CD entitled Glimpse features original ompositions in jazz and world fusion idioms, as well as Romantic and Contemporary classical pieces for 
unaccompanied solo bass. 
I native of New York City, Dr. Koehler has performed in England, Belgium, Germany, Austria, Russia and elo-Russia, Puerto Rico, and throughout the U.S. He has performed in numerous orchestras in New York 
ity, the southeast, the mid-west and has performed with notable jazz and improvising musicians such as 
Sam Brown, Joe Tekula, Harold Seletsky, Umalpurim Siveraman, Patrick Marks, John Clark, Joe Morello, IJoh. n Campbell, Carl Fontana, Dave Burrell, Jimmy Guiffre, Richard Davis, David Baker, Harvey Phillips, urk Van Lake, and Nashville country music producer Byron Gallimore. Koehler is also an active 
erformer in the electronic music medium on MIDI Electric Double Bass, having performed annually at the 
College Music Society - Technology Symposiums. Koehler earned his doctorate at Indiana University. His 
double bass teachers include: Murray Grodner, David Izenson, Philip Albright, Ernest Szugyi, and Neal 
'
Mason. Koehler's Double Bass recordings and book can be purchased at Lemur Music -
http://www.lemurmusic.com, through Scharer Publications - tel 011-49-174-9877994 or 
schorer.publications@t-online.de, through the Illinois State University School of Music (309-438-7631) or 
directly from·Bill Koehler at wkkoehl@ilstu.edu. Visit Bill's personal website at l http://www.arts.ilstu.edu/-wkkoehl 
Carlyn Moren.us is Associate Professor of Piano and Keyboard Area Coordinator at Illinois State 
University. She teaches Group Piano, Piano Pedagogy, individual instruction in piano and organ, and 
Piano Literature. She previously taught at The University of Texas at Austin and Vincennes University l (lndiana). Dr. Morenus maintains an active performing schedule as a solo pianist, collaborative pianist and chamber musician. Recent concerts have included appearances in Thailand and Italy, as well as 
recitals and master classes around the United States. 
I Dr. Morenus holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Piano Pedagogy from The University of Texas whe·re her principal teachers were Martha Hilley, Sophia Gilmson and Lita Guerra. She holds a Master of 
Music in Applied Piano from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where she studied with Howard 
Karp, and a Bachelor of Music in Piano Performance from the University of Southern California, 
Hamilton and Jean Barr. . I studying with Robert Ward. Other influential teachers have included Dorothy Judy Klein , Malcolm 
Along with her piano activities, Dr. Morenus has continued her life-long interests in organ and singing. , 
She has sung with the Los Angeles Master Chorale, the Roger Wagner Chorale, and for several years was I a member of the New Texas Festival Conspirare Choir and the Victoria (Texas) Bach Festival Choir. Dr. Morenus has held church organist positions in California, Wisconsin, Indiana and Texas, and she recently 
completed her first commercial organ recording, for the Vienna Modern Masters label. ' 
Gian Carlo Menotti's :J'he Telephone tells a simple tale: boy loves girl; girl loves boy; girl · I I 
also loves phone! 
I I 
Turetzky: Contrabass fetish? 
I I 
Dr. Timothy Schmidt has been on the voice faculty at Millikin University since 1996, and at Illinois 
Wesleyan University since 2004. He has also served as Visiting Professor of Opera at the University of 
Illinois in Urbana-Champaign, and stage directed shows for the St. Ma1tin Chamber Players in Peoria, IL. 
His academic training was done at Westmont College, the University of Northern Colorado, and the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and includes degrees in both vocal performance and 
conducting. 
He is an active recitalist, specializing in 20'h Century American composers such as Nicolas Flagello, 
David Diamond, Alan Hovhaness, and Ned Rorem. Regionally, he has sung with Muddy River Opera in 
Quincy, IL.and Union Avenue Opera in St. Louis, MO, as well as in numerous operas and oratorios with 
the Millikin-University Symphony Orchestra, Illinois Opera Theater, the Baroque Artists of Champaign, 
Sinfonia Camerata, the Vermillion Festival Chorus, and the University of Illinois Oratorio Society. 
Dr. Schmidt's operatic repertoire includes roles in Street Scene, Pe/leas et Melisa11de, Albert Herring, II 
Barbiere di Siviglia, La Ce11erentola, Die Fledermaus, Le Nozze di Figaro, Romeo et Juliette, Les Comes 
d 'Ho.ffma1111, La Traviata, Rigoletto, Die lustige Weiber von Windsor, and La Perichole . He is especially 
known for his flair in delivering the patter roles in the operettas of Gilbert and Sullivan, such as The 
Mikado, Yeomen of the Guard, Patience, and Pirates of Penzance. He was most recently heard as a guest 
artist at Illinois State University in September 2005, in the world premiere of Nancy Van de Vale's one-
act opera Where the Cross Is Made. He will also be featured as Captain Isaiah Bartlett on the world 
premiere recording of this work scheduled for release in the summer of 2006 on the Vienna Modern 
Masters label. 
Soprano Dr. Michelle Vought has earned an excellent reputation throughout the country as a performer 
in opera, oratorio, and musical theater. She has performed with many opera companies which include 
Cincinnati Opera, West Coast Opera, Kentucky Opera, Whitewater Opera, Charlottesville Opera, Brevard 
Opera, Sorg Opera, Stoughton Opera, and the Northern Kentucky Opera. Some of her roles include the 
Queen of the Night (Die 'Zauberjlote), Musetta (La Boheme), Micaela (Carmen), Violetta (La Traviata), 
Gretel (Hansel and Gretel), Rora (The Knot Garden), Armida (Rinaldo), Konstanze (Die E11tjuhru11g aus 
dem Serail), First Lady (Die Zaube,jlote), and Nannetta (Falstaff) . She has also performed extensively in 
the operetta and musical theater genres bringing such roles to life as Josephine (HMS Pinafore), Yum 
Yum (Mikado), Gianetta (Gondoliers), Maria (The Sound of Music), Laurey (Oklahoma), Carrie 
(Carousel), Tuptirn (The King and[), and Maisie (The Boyfriend). 
Equally comfortable on the concert stage, the soprano has concertized in Europe, as well as in the United 
States performing in the operatic and oratorio genres with such orchestras as: the Cincinnati Symphony, 
the Asheville Symphony, the York Symphony, the Illinois Symphony Orchestra, the Gettysburg Festival 
Orchestra, the Pueblo Symphony, the Czech Janacek Academy of Music Orchestra, and the Slovak Radio 
Orchestra. Ms. Vought was featured as a soloist on a tour of Italy and Switzerland where she sang the 
Faure Requiem and the Mozart Missa Brevis in F Major with the Orchestra of Brno, Czechoslovakia. 
A specialist in contemporary music, Ms. Vought has performed widely in the repertoire both at the 
national and international levels. Recognized for her expertise in the genre, she has been invited to 
perform and lecture at various conferences throughout the United States and in Limerick, Ireland, 
Toronto, Canada, and Newfoundland, Canada. In addition, she has done six recordings for the 
International Vienna Modern Masters label, a recording company which specializes in contemporary 
music. In the fall of 2005, the soprano produced and starred in the world premiere of Nancy Van de 
Vale's opera Where the Cross Is Made in which she created the role of Sue Bartlett. She will be featured 
in the role on the world premiere recording of the opera which is scheduled for release on the Vienna 
Modem Masters label in the summer of 2006. 
A cancer survivor herself, Ms. Vought is especially proud of her cancer benefit concerts from which she 
has generated over $10,000 for individual cancer patients. Having completed her Doctorate of Musical 
Arts in vocal performance at the College-Conservatory of Music at the University of Cincinnati, she lives 
in Normal, Illinois where she serves as Associate Professor of Voice and Opera at Illinois State 
University. 
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